The human hip develops from a lateral mesenchymal bud.
The cleft in the primordial hip cartilage which, in the 8-week/30 mm fetus heralds the development of the hip, was described by Gardner and Gray (1950) and Strayer (1971 We have studied the appearance of this notch by sequential neonatal ultrasonography and later by radiography.
On ultrasound it appears as a cup-shaped defect in the lateral iliac wall immediately above the acetabulum.
The floor ofthe small crater is demonstrated by a concave, highly echogenic sclerotic line. Ultrasonographically, the defect has the characteristics of non-ossified hyaline cartilage with a diameter which is consistently 3 to 5 mm (Fig. 2) .
The notch was studied in a pilot group of 170 hips referred to our ultrasound clinic with neonatal hip 
